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In good
voice for
Olympics

Pearly’s
heritage
wins out
Richard Noone
THE National Trust has forced Gosford City Council to back-flip on plans
to use concrete to fix a crumbling cliff
at Pearl Beach’s historic rock pool.
The council had wanted to spend
$180,000 to cover the 8m tall, 50m
wide cliff in shotcrete — concrete
sprayed on the cliff face and secured
with bolts — to stop further rock falls.
In a letter to the council conservation director Graham Quint said the
National Trust did not support the
destruction of the natural appearance
of the whole cliff by the use of
shotcrete to reduce ‘‘perceived’’
maintenance costs.
‘‘Shotcrete is rarely aesthetically
pleasing and in terms of the listing of
the Pearl Beach pool, would be a
major negative impact,’’ he said.
‘‘The very point of such pools is their
situation in natural surroundings.
Swimming in a pool dominated by a
huge concrete wall, which the cliff will
become, is an experience that can be
acquired at many other inland pools.’’
Pearl Beach Progress Association
shared this view, with president Rod
Craig saying the initial plan would
have looked ‘‘hideous’’.

‘‘We put our faith in the National
Trust and they agreed with us, the
whole headland there is under the
National Trust covenant,’’ he said.
The criticism forced the council to
revisit a cheaper, less obtrusive option
involving a combination of wire mesh,
rock bolts and targeted sprays of
shotcrete. The council was wary of
using wire mesh because of the
likelihood of rust and associated high
maintenance costs.
The council last week voted in
favour of the wire mesh option
endorsed by the National Trust at a
cost of $140,000.
The Pearl Beach rock pool was built
in 1929 by excavating a natural rock
shelf at the southern end of the beach.
The pool was upgraded in the late
1950s and again in the mid-1980s.
An inspection two years ago found
the pool was riddled with concrete
cancer, caused when cement becomes
too alkaline and reacts with carbon
dioxide in the air, and is in desperate
need of a overhaul at an estimated
cost of $202,000.
The progress association is in the
process of raising about half the
money needed to repair the pool.

Richard Noone

Big talker: Top-ranked BMX race caller Alan Phillips
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HE’S called the Ray Hadley of
BMX racing — and Alan Phillips is
gunning for the 2012 Olympics
commentary box in London.
The Holgate resident has been
chosen by the sport’s international
governing body to commentate at
the BMX World Championships in
Adelaide next month.
It is the next step to realising his
Olympic ambitions and a far cry
from calling juniors at the Terrigal
BMX club 10 years ago.
‘‘When our son Josh dragged us
to BMX, the club was without
a commentator so my wife told
the club president that I would do
it,’’ Phillips said.
‘‘It’s one of those jobs that’s
very difficult at first but if you stick
with it it gets easier and easier.’’
His friends reckon Phillips could
speak under water with a mouth
full of marbles, which is virtually a
prerequisite when calling professional riders racing at speeds of
more than 40km/h.
Phillips is ranked among the best
in Australia having called 10 state
titles and six nationals. ‘‘With the
big guys, eight riders come out of
an electric gate and go full-tilt,’’ he
said. ‘‘The heats last about 30-40
seconds and it can get hectic.
‘‘There are also heaps of crashes
so it can be a Bradbury situation
where they all fall down and the
guy coming last wins.’’
He will be calling the World
Championships with US ‘‘master
caller’’ Mike Redman, who commentated the debut of BMX racing
at the Beijing Olympics.

Ambo to ease hospital load
A NEW mini-ambulance has been rolled
out to treat patients in their homes and
ease pressure on the region’s two
emergency departments.
The $65,000 vehicle is one of 10 being
introduced in NSW this year.
During a trial on the Coast the

From Monday 22 June 2009
Weekdays between 7am -7pm
No tickets will be sold on buses:
on Elizabeth Street
on Macquarie Street
at Eddy Avenue
Buy your ticket from one of 140 CBD ticket outlets
before you arrive at the bus stop.
There are 900 ticket outlets across the Sydney Buses network.
Just look for the purple Prepay sign.
Prepay helps speed up passenger boarding times and
makes for a faster, more reliable trip.

SAVE 20%
Buy a multi-ride TravelTen ticket.
TravelTen tickets do not expire until all ten rides are used.
Don’t delay, buy today, use whenever.

To ﬁnd out more visit www.sydneybuses.info
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ambulance responded to 101 calls for
assistance, with 40 per cent of patients
not requiring further treatment at an
emergency department.
The ambulance will carry specialist
equipment and more medicines than
standard ambulances.

